Recent studies have pointed that it is necessary to define the impact of specific dimensions of the
INTRODUCTION
Currently, the study on human development presents several theoretical-methodological perspectives, each of which seeks to explain, from a different focus, the dimensions that must be prioritized to understand an individual's adaptive processes along the evolution cycle. However, new studies are needed that emphasize the development of children and adolescents exposed to adverse situations, like those living in poverty for example. There is a need to better understand the psychosocial aspects involved in this context, as well as the implications of these experiences along children's and adolescents' life cycle (1) .
Poverty is an omnipresent phenomenon in the globalized capitalist world we live in, reaching alarming levels in some regions of the planet. It is often characterized as an evolution of the historical and structural relationships of opposition between classes' interests and, thus, result from an economic phenomenon configured in the social and political issue derived from the antagonism of the relations between capital and labor.
However, despite the tendency to see poverty at a macro systemic level, reducing it to the material dimension of economic misery, the effects it generates on the routine of human groups are immense. The poverty condition can constitute a constant and real threat to child and adolescent well-being as it limits their development opportunities, leading, in certain circumstances, to a situation of affective misery (1) . This is so because economic misery is a potential generator of a series of risk contexts for the psychosocial development of individuals who are going through a cognitive and emotional maturation process, constituting adverse factors related to social exclusion experiences.
The different situations of privation of material conditions of subsistence can lead to severe restrictions in the supply of individual basic needs, including affective, cognitive and social ones.
In the family context, these risk elements reflects on marital ties and also contribute to increased conflicts between parents and children, which directly affects the relationship dynamics between them (1) . The lack of a quality family relationship interferes with a person's healthy development process and can be considered a risk factor for children and adolescents in terms of, for instance, the abusive use of psychoactive substances and delinquency (2) .
Children and adolescents who are raised in an environment that constitutes a threat to their psychological health can become vulnerable when facing certain routine situations, especially adverse occurrences. However, not all individuals who experience risk situations also present emotional and/ or behavioral problems (1) , which evidences the multidimensionality and plasticity of adaptive processes.
In this sense, a phenomenon that permeates these issues and that became a concern, both to the scientific community as well as to the society in general, especially in the last decades of the twentieth century, is the consumption of drugs among adolescents, who have presented high prevalence and increasingly early use (3) (4) (5) (6) . In the face of this reality, the abuse of psychoactive substances in adolescence has constituted a serious social and public health problem in the Brazilian reality as well as in other countries (6) (7) (8) , and has spread across the planet.
Additionally, the first contact with drugs generally occurs in adolescence, a stage of the developing cycle marked by multiple and profound changes at physical and mental level, which make the adolescent more vulnerable from the psychological and social point of view (9) (10) (11) . However, despite the fact that adolescents are viewed as a risk group in terms of psychoactive substance use, the factors that can make them use drugs are diverse. The main ones are related to individual and social characteristics, the latter of which includes the collectiveness, family and peer groups (9) . (9) .
Based on this framework, some studies were performed to verify the potential relationship between social classes and the use of psychoactive substances in adolescence (9, 12) . However, the findings evidenced that there were no significant differences regarding alcohol and tobacco use between social classes (12) , though there were some differences in the use of other substances (8, 13) . A study verified that the use of these substances in life were higher among more favored economic classes (8) . Another investigation with showed that the consumption of illegal substances was higher among middle than lower class adolescents (13) .
In the face of this scenario, this study aimed to verify potential relationships between the use of psychoactive substances in adolescence and socioeconomic level.
MATERIAL AND MÉTHOD
This is an epidemiological, exploratory and descriptive cross-sectional survey (14) . (14) . Additionally, the questions regarding socioeconomic level of the students' families were based on the questionnaire developed and validated in 1996 (15) . The instrument was previously tested in a pilot study aiming to correct potential inadequacies and adjust the data collection procedure.
The questionnaires were applied collectively in class, without the teacher's presence, on days previously agreed with the school, teachers and students. When necessary, two new visits were performed to the school, aiming to apply the instruments to students absent during the first application, thus diminishing the index of losses due to absence. There were few cases where parents did not authorize the adolescents' participation in the study, and few students who did not want to participate.
Considering that each class had on average 35 students, approximately one to two students were not authorized by their parents, which is equivalent to 3% or 6% of total students in each classroom. On the other side, a number that varies between two and three students per classroom chose not to participate in the study (approximately 6% to 8.6% of each classroom).
The average time to apply the instrument was 50 min. After its completion, the adolescents deposited it in a sealed urn. This procedure was adopted to reinforce secrecy and anonymity, assuring greater result reliability. like in the case of cannabis and LSD (16) . Table  1 presents the adolescents' characterization according to socioeconomic level.
RESULTS
From the 568 adolescents participating in the study, those who were using or had already used psychoactive substances without medical prescription (n=134), except for alcohol and tobacco, and those who had never used any kind of psychoactive substance (n=57) were considered for this analysis, aiming to verify significant differences. income, number of family members, schooling, housing and family members' occupation (15) . There are six specific strata in the classification of social class, varying from category A (upper class) to category F (inferior low class).
Regarding the socioeconomic variable, considering both groups, it was verified that category E (inferior-high) presented the highest frequencies, followed by category D (middle-low). For both categories, the percentages obtained for the group of non-users were higher when compared to the group of users, though statistically significant differences were not observed.
However, in category C (middle), the frequency verified for the group of users was higher when compared to the group of non-users (18.7% and 12.6%, respectively).
In this case, the difference found between the two groups of adolescents was statistically significant (p£0,05), which allows us to say that there is a higher percentage of users from the middle class than non-users in this same class, among the adolescents of this sample. percentage of use in life of cannabis by adolescents from the inferior-low class is found in comparison to those belonging to the middle class (p<0.05).
It is important to highlight that, in addition to these findings, the use in life of solvents presented a higher percentage among adolescents from the middle-high and middle class (40% e 23.4%, respectively) when compared to adolescents inserted in the inferior-high and inferior-low (3.4% e 14.3%) (p<0.05). There were no significant differences regarding the use of the remaining substances among the groups considered in this analysis.
DISCUSSION
The data obtained in this study differ in some aspects from other studies that focused on the two variables in question, that is, the use of psychoactive substances in adolescence and socioeconomic level.
The results are not convergent with the ones obtained in another study (8) , in which significant differences in the consumption of psychoactive substances and social class were not found, at least regarding the use in life of alcohol and tobacco, while some significant differences were found in the present study. In this sense, the data obtained also differ from the findings of other authors (12) who did not find significant differences regarding the use of alcohol and tobacco, considering the distribution of the current consumption of these substances among the various social strata.
However, in terms of the use in life of illegal substances, a study found that it was higher among the most favored classes (8) , data consistent with other researchers' findings (13) . According to the authors of this last study, performed with 478 adolescents from primary and secondary schools, the consumption of illegal substances was higher in the middle class than in the lower class. This fact can be justified by the higher cost of this kind of substance, comparatively to alcohol and tobacco, which makes its consumption more frequent by adolescents with higher acquisitive power. Other authors (12) also noted that the consumption of illegal substances is higher among the bourgeoisie (upper and middle-high classes).
It is also important to highlight that other authors (17) who have worked with this issue identified, broadly speaking, that the consumption of psychoactive substances is higher among students with higher than among those with lower acquisitive power, data that in certain way corroborate with the other findings observed in literature.
CONCLUSION
Regarding the socioeconomic level, this study
shows an increased probability of using psychoactive substances among adolescents belonging to the middle and upper classes, particularly in terms of alcohol and tobacco. These data diverge from other studies in the area, which did not identify the influence of the socioeconomic status on the consumption of drugs.
Nevertheless, the data obtained in relation to this variable point to the need for new studies on this issue, aiming to understand in a more detailed way the specific influence of the family's socioeconomic condition on adolescent behavior. This is so because, when the socioeconomic status is Likewise, a study performed in our context evidenced the difficulty in operationalizing social classes for application in epidemiological research, since the topic in question, in combination with the respondents (in this case adolescents), impose other difficulties originated from the need to use a self-applied questionnaire, and also from these adolescents' lack of information regarding their parents' job (12) .
In addition, it is important to stress that some studies associated the use of drugs in adolescence as a way to deal with adverse situations present in our reality. In the face of a society in process of accelerated changes, the degradation of families and a violent world that tends to deny moral and even ethical values, drug addiction emerges to the adolescent, as a strategy to evade reality and a path that, for some, seems to lead to happiness (18, 19) . However, the presented data highlight that the experience of adverse situations related to poverty does not present a linear and direct relationship with the use of psychoactive substances in adolescence, since, nowadays, their consumption affects all social classes, while some of them are more consumed by the most favored classes.
